SUPERINTENDENT’S LETTER 29 October 2023

Greetings!

This is a precious time of year | think as we remember the joys of summer and look forward
to the rest that winter seems to offer us as the darkness comes earlier and earlier.

The change of season may feel a bit gloomy, but we live in the hope of the light of Christ
shining among his people, through his people. As we reflect on and pray for events around
the world, we're reminded that God became human in a time of great difficulty and turmoil.
He “moved into the neighbourhood” and lived among us (John 1:14 MSG). Ours is probably
not to move into the neighbourhoods of war-torn parts of the world, but ours is to pray,
fervently, for peace. Peace, | believe starts with an attitude to loving all God’s people. If
we’re able to do that in our own, local context without prejudice or judgment, then surely the
world would be a better place. Our sphere of influence is that which we can control. We
should be making sure that our sphere of influence reflects our love for God and all his
people so that our attitude to peace is clear and visible to all.

As we move towards Advent and Christmas, we begin to receive cards reflecting the peace
on earth that Jesus promises, let’'s continue to pray for peace, trusting that Jesus who came
two centuries ago comes to all this Christmas offering his peace. John 14:27 reminds us that
the peace of God is not as the world gives peace through “stuff’, but a perfect peace that
passes our understanding (Phil 4:7). | hope and pray that you and all those you love will
know the peace of God this season. | hope the winter offers us time to stop and rest, just like
nature does. | hope the beginning of the new calendar year will fill you with anticipation and
excitement for all that God is calling us to do.

The staff team have created this plan together and we hope it meets as many of your
worship expectations as possible. Remember that we are the local church within a circuit of
churches so please always feel free to join in with whatever service you think you might
enjoy most — especially over Christmas. There are several different styles of services so
there should be something for everyone. It’s also that time of the year when perhaps family
and friends are visiting. It would be lovely to welcome them to our services. Be bold and
courageous and bring them along!

Please remember Jacob, Hagar and the family in your prayers as Jacob prepares to take his
sabbatical after Christmas. We pray for a time of rest and refreshment, safe travels and
God'’s richest blessing on them as they enjoy the gift of a short time away from circuit
ministry. We also remember them in prayer for the stationing process which is underway.
With every blessing and many thanks for all you do, whoever you are and wherever you join
in with God’s work.

Rev Sam x
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Plan of Services December 2023, January & February 2024

WOLVERHAMPTON & SHREWSBURY DISTRICT CHAIR

The Revd Canon Rachel Parkinson 53 York Avenue, Wolverhampton WV3 9BX

01902 424430 / 01902 658383 (office) chair@wsmethodist.org.uk

CIRCUIT MINISTERS

The Revd Samantha Hagerman (Superintendent)

14 Westland Avenue Wolverhampton WV3 9NX

01902 269474 sam.hagerman@methodist.org.uk

The Revd Chris Ambler

35 Platt Street Hednesford WS11 5TG

01543 876610 nortonminister@gmail.com

Deacon Sue Culver (Circuit Mission Enabler)

22 St Michael’s Close Penkridge ST19 5AD

01785 711058 / 07976 525459 deaconsueculver@gmail.com
The Revd Jacob Donkoh

9 The Beeches Rugeley WS15 2QY

01889 577845 jhdonkoh@yahoo.com

The Revd Helen Hoe (Supernumerary i/c Mill Street & Upper Landywood)
18 Woodheyes Lawns Etching Hill Rugeley WS15 2TE.

01889 578671 revhoe@btinternet.com

SUPERNUMERARY MINISTERS

The Revd John Bates 1 Paget Close Penkridge ST19 5TJ

01785 714957 johnpatbates@btinternet.com

The Revd Franziska Herring (URC) 33 Stringers Hill Hednesford WS12 5RE
01543 423268 mfherring@talktalk.net

The Revd Alan Jenkins 23 Sycamore Crescent Brereton WS15 1HQ
ondergard@gmail.com

Deacon Janet Jenkins 23 Sycamore Crescent Brereton WS15 1HQ
janetsjenkins@yahoo.co.uk

The Revd Christopher Parkes

8 New Hayes Park, New Hayes Road Cannock WS12 0QJ

07734 469996 revchristopherp@gmail.com

The Revd Sheila Walker 481 Rawnsley Road, Hednesford Staffs WS12 1RB
01543 327974 revswster@gmail.com
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DEC | JAN | FEB 03-Dec 10-Dec 17-Dec 24-Dec 25-Dec 31-Dec 07-Jan 14-Jan 21-Jan 28-Jan 04-Feb 11-Feb 18-Feb 25-Feb
23/24 Advent 1 Advent 2 Advent 3 Advent :‘glristmas Christmas Day Christmas 1 1stin Lent 2nd in Lent
YEAR B Mark 13:24 - 37 Mark 1:1-8 John 1:6-8,19-28 Luke 1: 26 - 38 Luke 2:1- 14 Matt 2:13 - 23 Mark 1:4- 11 John 1:43 - 52 Mark 1:14 - 20 Mark 1:21 - 28 Mark 1:29 -39 Mark 9:2-9 Mark 1:9 - 15 Mark 8:31-38
BETHEL 5pm WHITSON LOWTHER HAGERMAN LA - - HAGERMAN HC LOWTHER RYDER LA HAGERMAN HC | LOWTHER TIMOTHY LA
BRERETON 10:30am US @ St Paul's LOWTHER AJENKINS DONKOH - US @ St Paul's SIGLEY US @ St Pauls ALEXANDER J. JENKINS US @ St Paul's BOOT GLOVER US @ St Paul's
) HAYDN-WALKER DONKOH HC 10am HAYDN-WALKER Rev PARKESHC | A. JENKINS COV P.DUNN
10:30am (TOY) LA US (w Chasetown) BooT US (w Chasetown) US @ Chasetown PLA RYDER US (w Chasetown) US @ Chasetown LA COWELL US (w Chasetown) HAYDN-WALKER
BURNTWOOD
11:15pm ~ ~ _ US @ Chasetown ~ _ R ~ _ R _ _ B _
HC
CANNOCK WOOD 6pm DONKOH HC AMBLER A WHITSON - CROOK ROTHERY RYDER A TRIGG GLOVER WHITSON LA HAGERMAN
10:30am AMBLER LA J. JENKINS C. PARKES AMBLER COWELL AMBLER COV AMBLER AAW LA COWELL AMBLER BAP ROTHERY HAYDN-WALKER LA
CHADSMOOR
PARKES PARKES PARKES
6pm (CONTEMP) GLOVER GLOVER CS 7pm AMBLER HC - - (CONTEMP) GLOVER AMBLER COV HAGERMAN (CoNTEMP) GLOVER LA Rev AMBLER HC
) SIGLEY ) A JENKING COV )
10:30am TRIGG PLA - Café US @ Burntwood LOWTHER US @ Burntwood US (w Burntwood) GLOVER PLA - Café US @ Burntwood US (w St Anne's TIMOTHY PLA - Café US @ Burntwood ROTHERY
CHASETOWN & Burntwood)
" 11:15pm HC
Various . - 6pm CS US (w Burntwood) N N . N N - N - -
11am HAGERMAN C. PARKES A HAGERMAN - BOOT HAGERMAN HC A DEVEY ROTHERY HAGERMAN HC HOE LA SIGLEY
FEATHERSTONE
HAGERMAN
4pm CHRISTINGLE
. N US @ St Paul's
9:30am AMBLER DONKOH HC LACS TIMOTHY - US @ St Paul's HAYWOOD oy LA S. PARKES WHITSON LA TIMOTHY RYDER
HANDSACRE
Various MESSY - - PLA Crib - - - - - - - - - -
MILL STREET 11am ALEXANDER - HOE Cs - - - LOWTHER - HOE coV - LA - HOE HC -
] ) HAGERMAN HC
10:30am BATES HAGERMAN HC ROTHERY - 9:30 HAGERMAN GLOVER LA jikly BATES HAYWOOD LA HAGERMAN BATES HC J. JENKINS
PENKRIDGE
6pm - - - BATES CS - - - - - - - - - -
11am P. DUNN AMBLER HC A ROTHERY LA AMBLER WHITSON AMBER COV RYDER LA SIGLEY - DEVEY S. PARKES
SALEM
i i 5pm TIMOTHY i . i i i ] i 4pm HAGERMAN . .
Various i LACS CRIB He
DONKOH HC HOE coV ROTHERY Rev PARKES
11am VS Broretar) BOOT LA - DONKOH P DUNN TIMOTHY US (o omdsncre) LA C. PARKES Us fu Brercton) | REGNAL LA A. JENKINS HC
St PAUL'S Various - - - 4pm DONKOH CS - - Gom AIBLER - - - 6pm HOE - - -
11:15pm US @ Chasetown
HC
10:30am ROTHERY PLA CHRISTINGLE | HAGERMAN HC GLOVER 10:45am HAGERMAN PLA ALEXANDER A HAGERTAAN HAGERMAN HC LA TIMOTHY HAGERMAN HC LOWTHER
ST STEPHEN'S
Various B - 6:30pm PLA CS 4pm HAGERMAN B - . - - . - - - -
Crib
TRINITY & BOURNE|  11am WHITSON S. PARKES AMBER HC DEVEY LA TIMOTHY BOOT COWELL AMBLER COV LA TRIGG AMBLER HC HAYWOOD LA
UPPER )
o WOOD 10:30am HOE HC COWELL PLA CHOIR HOE CAROLS - PLA US @ Wesley TRIGG GLOVER LA HOE HC SIGLEY TRIGG LA
WYRLEY WESLEY 11am RYDER TIMOTHY LACS AMBLER HC DEVEY WHITSON HOE HC LA S. PARKES AMBLER COV J. AMBLER S. PARKES LA AMBLER HC
FRIDAYS 01/12/2023 22/12/2023 26/01/2024 23/02/2023
BRIER HILL . G LOWTHER
L OME ‘ 11:15am DONKAH - - Carols - - - - - G LOWTHER ‘ - - ‘ - ‘ G LOWTHER
Carol Service | cs [ Holy Communion | HC Covenant cov | [ United Service | us ‘ with w |
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